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AMENDMENT S Tr> THK CLAIMS 

1 (Currently Amended) Iu a blook diag r am onvironmont, i> A computer-readable 
medium holding eteeteeak dovioo c omr^executable u lu uu f u i uiu c thocl rrrirl n in rti nrl 
rnrnrrrir"!; f<1 " ""T n "fiTi«tnictir>ns. th* mftHmm comprising: 

dopignating at leuol one oouroo bloo l fjTistructions for determining an intersection of 
characteristics common to a pl u rality of source blocks in a block diagram; 

instructions for s electing at least one characteristic inj^said oouroo blooki ntgrsgctign 
of characteristics : 

instructions for ravine a des ignation of dooienatinq, at least one destination blockja 

esaid block diagram : and 

instructions for p ropagating said sgjgcjed at least one characteristic to said destination 

block. 



2. (Canceled) 



3 . (Currently Amended) ' The medium of claim 1 , tho method further comprising^- aSe* 
paid otep of oolooting at l e ast one oharaotoriotio, the otop of 

instructions for c reating a data structure for the selected at least one characteristic-** 
paid otop of oolooting, said data structure having a plurality of substructures. 

4. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said step^selecting at least 
one characteristic involves the use of a category list, said at least one characteristic-efsaid 
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aouroo block comprioing a plurality of oharaotoribliop, oaoh of snid oharaotorictioo associated 
with at least one category of said category list. 



5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said destination block is a subsystem 
representing aplurality of blocks and said at least one characteristic is propagated to each of 
said plurality of blocks. 

7. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said destination block is a 
subsystem block representing a plurality of lower-level blocks and said etefH>£pit>pagating is 
restricted to propagating to said dootination blook that io a subsystem block md -without 
propagating dees not ooour t o said plurality of lower-level blocks. 

8. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , tho mothod further comprising! 

■tho atop o finstructions for undoing.said propagating step-by returning the 
characteristics of said destination block to a condition existing prior to said propagating-^^. 

9. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said ete^propagating said 
at least one characteristic of said aouroo block - i nvolves propagating less than all 
characteristics in said intersection of characteristics o f paid pouroo blook . 



6 
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10. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim wherein said etep^ropagating 
involves propagating less than all characteristics in said intersection of characteristicse ^d 
souroo blook, as specified by a user. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said step^selecting involves 
selecting said characteristics to be propagated from a Graphical I Tser Interface (G UI). 

12. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said etep^electing involves 
selecting said at least one c haracteristic^]! to be propagated by the use of a shortkey. 

13. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said etep-efpropagating 
involves propagating less than all characteristics in said intersection of characteristics-e£said 

,1,100k, as automatically determined based on characteristics of said plurality of . s ource 



s ouroo i 



blocks and characteristics of said destination block. 

14. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, tho mothod further comprising: the 
otop of 

instructions for storing information relating to propagating step-to enable repeating 
said oolcoting otop and said propagating-step. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 4, wherein said storing step-comprises 
storing information relating to multiple iterations of said propagating-step. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, the mothod further farther 
comprising?: after odd ooloetmg, otop and bef o re said dooignating at least one dootination 
ii- , lr ntnp ti m ntn p n f instructions for determining which blocks of said block diagram 
e nvir onment have characteristics corresponding to the selected at least one characteristic in 
said s top of s electing. 

17. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, tho mothod further comprising^-**** 
paid otop of dooignating at looot one destination blook ond before oaid otop of dooignating at 
loaot one aouroo blocks tho otop of 

instructions for determining which blocks of said block diagram environment h ave 
characteristics that could be propagated to said destination block. 



18. (Original) The medium of claim 1, wherein said at least one characteristic is a parameter. 



19. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said at least one characteristic 
is n motho d one of a component- block diagram at tribute or property of a source block. 

20. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein eaid-selecting at least one 
characteristic-etep is performed before said dooignating at l e ast one oourco blook otop and 
said designating at least one destination block step. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said at loaot on e plurality of 
source block s are4 s-e predetermined members of a plurality of said destination blocks. 

8 
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22. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1, wherein said otopo of dooignatmg-n* 
leapt ono oouroo blook and doaignot in c designation o _ f a t least one destination block are-is 
performed from a text-based list. 

23. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 , wherein said destination block does 
not have said characteristic prior to said propagating-step. 

24. (Currently Amended) In a blook diag i am environment, n A system modium holding 
a Befreaie *™» ™ mmmitnra ^ omnrising:o t c DO for a method, paid method oomprioing tho 
otopo o fe 

a memory configured to hold a block diagram having a plurality of blocks; and, 
a processor confi cured to : 



dooignating a plurality of oouroo blooko; 

dotormining determine an intersection of characteristics common to eaidra 

plurality of source blocks ^ and whoroin oaid stop of oolooting at lcaot ono oharaotoriotio 

involvoo a oolootion from oaid intersection 

selecting at least one characteristic from said intersection^ 

receive a designation dooignating o£_a destination block in said plurality of 

blocks ,t and 

propagating propagate s aid selected at least one characteristic to said 
destination blocks 



9 
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25. (Currently Amended) In a block diog im n environment, nA computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio do^c ^omEUter^executable b l upu for a method, ooid metho d 
P Dr n r ^nir. c tV,n rtnpn n f mstructions. the medium comprising; : 

instructions for receiving a de s ignation of dooignating a source bloc k in a block 
diagram: 

i nstructions for ~r*ivin f * designation of d esignating a plurality of destination blocks 
in a block diagram ; 

instructions for d etermining an intersection of characteristics common to said source 
block and said plurality of destination block s whoroin paid otop of oolocting at loaot one 
oharaotoriatio involves a oolootion from paid intorooctiopj 

instructions for s electing at least one characteristic from said intersectionof 

characteristics : 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one characteristic to each of said 
plurality of destination blocks. 



26. (Currently Amended) In an olootronio device having a blook diagram onvironm e ntr ft 
An apparatus m e thod comprising- tho otopo of : 

means for determining an intersection of characteristic s common to a plurality of 

source blocks in a block diagram: 

designating at l e ast one oouroo blook; 

means for selecting at least one characteristic efan^said fiouroo blookintersection of 
characteristics ; 

means for receiving a designation d ooignating pXat least one destination block in said 
block diagram : and 

10 
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means for p ropagating said sorted at least one characteristic to said destination 

block. 

27. (Currently Amended) The dwie6-ap£aratus_of claim 26, wherein said at least one 
characteristic is a parameter. 

28 . (Currently Amended) The deviee-a pparatus o f claim 26, wherein said at least one 
characteristic is ™* nf a component, block diagram attribute or nrooertv of a source bfocka 
method . 

29. (Currently Amended) The dewee -apparatus of claim 26, wherein said step-ef 
selecting involves selecting said characteristics to be propagated from a Graphical User 
Interface (G UP. 

30. -33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) In a oofhvaro diagram onviropmont r aA computer-readable 
medium holding nlnntrnnin rtmnnw computer-e xecutable otopo for o method, oaid method 
n^piVi^ thn nrnpn nfinstructions. the medium comprising : 

instructions for determining an intersection nf characteristics common to a plurality 
of source graphical objects in a Unified Modeling T -aneuaee (UML) diagram; 

dooignating at looat ono oourco graphioal object; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of in said intersection of 
characteristics oaid oourco graphioal objoot ; 

11 
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at least one destination 



instructions for receivin g a designation of < 
graphical object in said TJML diagram: and 

inactions for p ropagating said selected at least one.characteristic to said destination 

graphical object. 



35. (Canceled) 



36. (Currently Amended) In a circuit diagram environment, a A computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio device computer-executable instructions, fre medium , 
comprising: otopo for a method, paid method oomprioing tho otopo of; 

instructions for determining an interse ction of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source components in a circ uit diagram: 

dooignating at loaot one oouroo component; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic e£-uLsaid source 

9 

e ompon e n ti ntersection of char acteristics; 

instructions for receiving a designation of d ooignatin g-at least one destination 
component in said circuit diagram : and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one c haracteristic to said destination 

component. 



37. (Currently Amended) In a moohoriical diagram environment, aA computer-readable 
medium holding olootronio dovioo computer-e xecutable &topo for a methodinstructions, said 
mothod m edium c omprising-^ 
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' instructions for determining an inte rsection of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source components in a mecha nical diagram: 
designating at leapt one oouro e oomponont; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic in said intersection of 
characteristics of Gaid oouroo oomponont ; 

instructions forre cejymg a designation of da»g»*»g«t least one destination 
componen t in said mechanical d iagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said agisted »t least one characteristic to said destination 

component. 

38. (Currently Amended) In a biological diagram onvironmont, o A computer-readable 
medium holding nWtmnio dovi ce computer-e xecutable instructions, the medium 
comprising: otopo for a method, aaid method oom p iiomg tho otopo of? 

instructions for determining an intersecti on of characteristics common to a plurality 
of source d ooignating at loaat ono oouro e graphical elements in a biological diagram ; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of oaid oouroo graphical 
e lemento i n said intersection of characteristics; 

instructions for receiving a designation of d ooicjiatin frat least one destination 
graphical e1ement[|'sl '| in said biological diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said characteristic to said selected at least one destination 

graphical elementUs]]. 
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39. (Currently Amended) fa a network dioft i um uwironmcmt, o A computer-readable 
medium holding iluotronio dovioo comBUter^executable instructions, tfre medium 
comprising: * ^ for a method, paid mothod oom ui ioing th n nt n pn of. 

instractigns for determi ning an intersecti on of characte ristics common to a plurality 
of designating at least on^source graphical elements in a network diagram ; 

instructions for s electing at least one characteristic rfiwid oouroo graphic n l 
^W>Artteir^ paid intersect ion of characteristics; 

instructions for receiving a des i gnation of doaignating at least one destination 
graphical elementlLs ]] in said netwo rk diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating sel^gj at : least bne characteristic to said at least one 
destination graphical element££s]l. 

40. (Currently Amended) In a block diagram environment, oA cprnputer-readable 
medium holding olootronio dovioo computer-e xecutable otopo for a mothod, oaid mothod 
pn^p^rin^r ih* ntnpn nfi n structions. the medium comprising : 

instructions for determining an intersection of c haracteristics common to a plurality 
of designating at least ono source lines associated with a first block and a second block of a 
block diagram ooid block diagram environment ; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic of said s ource linointersection of 
characteristics ; 

instructions for receiving a designation of d esignating at least one destination line 
associated with a third block and a fourth block n f said block diagram - said block diagram 
environment ; and 
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^structionsforp roiDagating said selected at least one characteristic to said destination 

line. 

41. (Original) The medium of claim 40, wherein said second block and said third block are 
the same block. 

42. (Currently Amended) In ablook diug i om environment, n A computer-implemented 
med^mgthod holding olootronio dovioo gojuputor_oMOOUtablo otopo for a mothod, oaid 
rnct h ri eempawBg fee steps nfinntnintiono. tho modwrn-comprising : 

«wrt niotiono for determining an intersection o f characteristics common to a plurality 
of d esignating at loaot on e source hlncks in a block diagram: 

inntruotiono for selecting at least one foeHjharacteristic of oaid oouroo bloolri nsajd 
intersection of characteristics : 

injtructionn for r eceiving a designation of d oaignatine at least one destination block a 
plurality »f Hnntinntifin hlooko i n said block diagram: and 

inr . truotiono fo p-p ropagating said selected at least one ^characteristic to ef-thejeast 
one destination bloc k of oaid plurality of dootination blooko . 

43. (Currently Amended) The meditm -method of claim 42 further comprising:, whoroin 

GQld 

prnpncnting ntop dotorminop determining said at least one destination block in whioh 
to propagate oaid firot ohoraotoriotio i s the-asame block type as seid-at least one source block 
in said plurality of source blocks . 
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44. (Currently Amended) The f»edi«^mstiiQd„of claim 42, wherein oaid propagating 
otopdotorminoa said at least one destination block is designated^ vv li i u h to propagn tn n n id 
fLrotoharaotorictic based on a second characteristic of oaid at boot ono oouroo blookm said 
inflection of ch*™cteri sties, said *«r™d characteristic matching a second characteristic of 
said at least one destination bloc k hi »hi o h to propog ntn u uid fuct charnotorif i t ip. 

45. (Currently Amended) The medi«&msthod_of claim 44, wherein said second 
characteristic dooignatoo indicates.said At least destination block es-isj:epresentative of a 
virtual subsystem. 

46. (Original) The medfeHHnefliQd.of claim 42, wherein said at least one destination block is 
a subsystem representing a plurality of blocks and said at least one characteristic is 
propagated to each of said plurality nf blocks in said subsystem. 

47. (Currently Amended) fa a block diagram environment, oA medium holding 
olootronio dovioo computer- executable Gtopo for a mothod, oaid method oomprioing the steps 
instructions, the med ium comprisine: 

instructions for determining an intersection of charact eristics common to a 
dooignoting a first source bloc k and a second source block in a block diagram; 
designating a oooond goutoo blook; 

instructions for selecting at least one characteristic ef-insaid firot souroo blook and 
nnirl nncond flouroo bloo k intersection of characteristics, said first source block having said 
characteristic of a first value, said second source block having said characteristic of a second 
value; 

16 
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inah-nrtions for re ^™ P a designation of 4 em&***Zra first destination block and a 

second destination f" h1nck diagram: and 

instructions for p ropagating said selected at least one characteristic to said first 
destination block and said second destination block, said first value propagated to said first 
destination block and said second value propagated to said second destination block. 

48. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 47, wherein said propagating^**? 
determines said first destination block and said second destination block by the use of 
respective contexts relative to said first source block and said second source block. 
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